Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE

Minutes of the committee meeting held on Thursday 9 June 2011

At 7.30 pm at 30 Albany Terrace
1. Attendance
1.1  Apologies

Clive Collings

David Greenhill

1.2  Present
Matthew Gullick, Chairman

Colin Friedlander

Ian Terry

Jane Bayliss

Nicky Neville-Lee

Anna Hooper

Rob Holdsworth

2. Minutes

2.1  To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2011
No comments were made on the minutes of the last meeting.
2.2   Matters arising unless otherwise on the agenda
It was agreed no further action need be taken in the matter of 45a BS/Hebb Street.  Committee members had all looked at the wall but had no suggestions to make (3.1).
It was agreed that the new gate at Springfield was acceptable (3.1).

NNL reported that rat poison had been put down in the hut and the matter was in hand (6.1).

3. Clerks’ reports
3.1  Planning
P10D0295 – 15 Britannia Square.  The planning application has been approved by the Council despite the efforts of the planning committee for it to be reconsidered.

L11D0042 – 55 York Place, demolition of rear extension to provide parking.  After some discussion it was agreed no further action is required.

L11D0034 – 38 Britannia Square, improvement to upper floor of coach house.  No action required.

P11D0263 – Land to the rear of Back Walk, Upper Tything.  An application has been submitted to extend to provide 15 units of student accommodation.  Concerns were raised about the scale of the development, particularly the parking aspect for which there is no provision.  Further investigation required.  Action MG, DG and CC.
3.2  Highways

CF raised a general concern about the lack of response from the Council on spending matters.  This was echoed by the rest of the committee.  CF has mapped the potholes and areas of serious concern and has written to the Council about this.  He has had no reply as yet.

There was discussion about damage to the cobbles and kerbs as a result of resurfacing and heavy lorries.  It was agreed that no action need be taken at the present time.

3.3  Lighting

NNL has made a list with references to indicate street lights that need replacement or repair.  She has sent this to the Council but as yet has had no reply.  She continues to telephone the Council when lights are working incorrectly.

3.4  Neighbourhood Watch

NNL continues to advise vigilance about locking doors.  MG had noticed a spate of car break-ins in the area but, as far as NNL has heard, none of these incidents has been reported to the police.  She reminded the committee to continue to remind neighbours about the importance of reporting.
3.5  Finance

IT had nothing to report as there has been no movement of funds.
4. Events

4.1  Wine Society
JB announced that she would be retiring as Chairman of the Committee of the Wine Society.  RH proposed a vote of thanks from BSRA for all her hard work and congratulated her on pioneering such a successful and dynamic area of activity for BSRA.  She will remain on the Committee which will also be joined by CF.  It was suggested that a link with the BSRA Committee would be useful even if not a formal Chairman.  The next Wine Club meeting will be on 5 or 6 August TBC. Action JB
4.2 Architectural walk

The walk on 15 May had been attended by 10 BSRA members as a result of our flyer and interest had been expressed by a further 10.  We now have a small database of email addresses from these members.  It was regarded as a success and it is hoped John Kirwan will be able to do a BSRA area walk in due course.  The next walk arranged by the Civic Society will be on Sunday 11 September in the Sidbury Area.
4.3 Summer party 2011
To be held at 33 Britannia Square on Sunday 3 July.  AH will circulate a flyer within the next week.  MG and CF have kindly agreed to help put up a gazebo at 10 am on the day for a 12 noon party.  Any extra volunteers for this task would be very welcome on the day  Action AH
4.4 Summer party 2012

CF has made an effective preliminary approach to RGS for a joint party in Springfield for the Diamond Jubilee on the bank holiday weekend of 2-5 June.  He will follow this up at the appropriate moment.  Action CF

5. Newsletter
DG was absent from the meeting but has the matter in hand and will report at the next meeting.  Action DG
6. Big Tree  Plant
IT read the a letter from David Stuart-Smith which, along with the circulated information, explained the scheme and DSS’s suggestion that BSRA should bid for funding for planting trees.  After some discussion, members were all broadly in favour of planting the trees but felt any bid for funding and programme of care for the trees should come from the Council.  MG will write to the Council suggesting this.  Action MG

7. Stephenson Terrace Playing Fields

MG summarised the exchange of emails between Stephen Inman and the University following a concern about camping on the playing fields.  It was agreed that SI’s constructive approach had been very effective as, not only has the matter of the camping been settled to the satisfaction of residents, but the University has invited residents to offer suggestions as to how the field should be fenced and managed.  After some discussion it was agreed that MG should contact SI thanking him for his useful work and suggesting that the fence should simply be restored where it is damaged.  Use of the field by residents is appreciated and the phone number helpfully provided would be included in the Newsletter (Action DG). A concern was raised about sharing the use of the field but it was pointed out that the University sites have open access to Worcester citizens which is a system that normally polices itself.
Action MG

8. Any other business
MG may wish to change the date of the AGM from the present proposal of Fri 11 Nov.  It was agreed that the date should be one that suited MG, and NNL would be likely to arrange the Hall to suit him.  Action MG and NNL
9. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 August at 7.30 pm at 33 Britannia Square, the Hoopers house.
